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Mitigation (internal):  
Getting our House In Order  

The Vision:  
to demonstrate 
leadership in the area of 
climate change action, 
and “get our house in 
order” by reducing our 
own direct and indirect 
carbon dioxide 
emissions as efficiently 
and effectively as 
possible.  



Getting our House in Order  

•  2005/6 Baseline year = ca 10K tCO2 (OCC core 
buildings and operations) 

•  Context:  
–  each individual in the UK emits ca 6 tCO2 (direct 

emissions) per year.  
–  Oxford City (direct emissions) = ca 1million tCO2 

(2007, Defra) – (Oxford per capita emissions 
dropped to 6.2% in 2007 from 6.8% in 2005) 

•  2010/11 target: at least 25% = ca 2500 tCO2 
reduction 

•  With full support from councillors and officers 
reduction of ca 3100tCO2 per year achievable by 
2012/13 (ca 31% reduction on 2005/6 levels) 



Getting our House in Order 

How we are achieving our targets: 
•  Developing smarter energy and water management 

functions at OCC 
•  Implementing a range of sustainable energy measures 

across the council 
•  Embedding carbon management and climate change 

best practice into corporate policy and management 
practice 

•  Achievements to date: measures put in place to reduce 
emissions by 8% by end 08/09 (on target for additional 
9% by end 09/10)  

•  Regarded as “Exemplar” by the Carbon Trust 
•  One of first Local Authorities to commit to the 10:10 

initiative to reduce CO2 emissions in 2010 by 10% 
•  Full participant in UK Carbon Reduction Commitment 



Mitigation approaches – External 

•  Oxford is My World – award winning guide 
•  Climate Change Events  - exhibition & conference, 

breakfast seminars – e.g. Low Carbon Breakfast  
•  Oxford Strategic Partnership – sustainable community 

strategy 
•  Development Control - 20% on-site renewable energy 

generation requirement  for larger developments – one 
of most ambitious in UK 

•  Community-scale wind turbines one of first LAs in UK to 
commit to constructing 2.5MW turbines on City 
Council owned land (Partnerships for Renewables)  

•  E-Mini trial working with BMW to roll out electric mini 
trial 

•  Member of J-Cities group: establishing electric charging 
points across the City for plug-in electric vehicles 



Oxford is My World: Guide to 
Sustainable Living in Oxford 

Available free to: 
•  households 
•  community groups  
•  businesses in Oxford 

Winner of “2007 Green 
Champion Award – 
Green Apple Awards” 



Public outreach events 

•  Climate Change 
Oxford: What can you 
do now! 

•  A climate change 
event for World 
Environment Day 
(June 07) 

•  Practical guidance on 
reducing carbon 
emissions 



Business outreach events 

•  Low Carbon Breakfast: 
Reducing Your 
Business’s Carbon 
Footprint (Mar 08) 

•  over 60 businesses 
attended 

•  launched business 
website 

www.oxfordismyworld.org/
business  



Oxford Climate Change Pledges 

•  Climate change is 
happening 

•  It will have far-reaching 
effects  

•  We have a part to play 
in reducing its impact.  

Signed by : 
•  Citizens 
•  Businesses 
www.oxfordismyworld.org 



Development Control 

•  NRIA - Sets minimum 
requirement of 20% on 
site renewables or low 
carbon technologies for 
new developments 

•  Affects larger 
developments –  
>2000m2 or 10 units 
residential 



Thank you! 

Contact details:  

Karen Ravenhill, Strategic Projects Manager, Chief  
Executive’s Office, Oxford City Council 

T: +44 1865 252349, kravenhill@oxford.gov.uk 

Paul Spencer, Climate Change Officer, Environmental 
Development, Oxford City Council 

T: +44 1865 252238, pspencer@oxford.gov.uk 

Paul Robinson, Energy & Climate Change Team leader, 
Environmental Development, Oxford City Council 
T: +44 1865 252541, probinson@oxford.gov.uk 


